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The Safety Dance
Incorporating Appropriate Roadway 
Treatments for People with Disabilities

Complying with the Americans with Disabilities Act using the 
ADA Standards for Transportation Facilities and the 
Public Rights of Way Accessibility Guidelines



Introduction

·Brief overview of ADA

·New Concepts

·Key Features of Accessibility
ƁSidewalks, curb ramps, detectable 

warnings, accessible pedestrian signals, 
parking, alternate paths, etc. 

·Public Involvement concerns

·Random Images
ƁSome Good, Some Not So Good



Background of the ADA

·1990 Americans with Disabilities Act
ƁJuly 26, 1990 ðenacted
ƁJuly 26, 1991 ðADA Standards issued
ƁJanuary 26, 1992 ðeffective date
ƁJuly 23, 2004 ðnew ADA guidelines (ADA/ABA)
ƁNov 23, 2005 ðnew PROW guidelines (PROWAG)
ƁNov 29, 2006 ðFHWA adopts ADA Standards 

for Transportation Facilities (ADASTF)
ƁJuly 23, 2011 ðAccess Board issues NPRM for 

PROWAG (public comments)
¶Adoption as standards - pending



The Future of Accessibility 
within Public Rights of Way(?)

USDOT / FHWA recommends using PROWAG
criteria where ADASTF do not address an issue
Å Frederick D. Isler, Associate Administrator for Civil Rights ðJanuary 23, 2006

RECOMMENDATION:

Start learning PROWAG!
(July 26, 2011 version is the latest)

www.access-board.gov/guidelines -and-
standards/streets -sidewalks/public -rights -of -
way/proposed -rights -of -way-guidelines

http://www.access-board.gov/guidelines-and-standards/streets-sidewalks/public-rights-of-way/proposed-rights-of-way-guidelines


Pedestrian Access Route (PAR)

R302.3 Continuous Width
·The minimum continuous and unobstructed clear 

width of a pedestrian access route shall be 4 ft. 
exclusive of the width of the curb

4õ

Measure 
from back 
of curb!



The Sidewalk ôZoneõ System

·Curb Zone

·Furniture Zone

·Pedestrian Zone  (PAR)

·Frontage Zone



Furniture
Zone

Pedestrian
Zone (PAR)

Zone System: Residential


