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July 12, 2018

The Honorable Elaine Chao

Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

RE: Port Everglades- Department of Transportation - Better Utilizing Investments to
Leverage Development(BUILD)
Dear Secretary Chao;

I am pleased to provide this letter in support of the Department of Transportation's efforts
to obtain a Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development(BUILD)grant. The goal of
their proposed project, the port Everglades Intermodal Freight Connector Project (IFCP), is to
provide one of our nation's busiest and most diverse ports with important new cargo berths and
crane rail infrastructure to meet current and future trade demands. I respectfully request your
consideration of this organization's application for federal funding.
Port Everglades is a leading containerized cargo port that is also a critical provider of
petroleum products for South Florida, such as gasoline and jet fuel. If funded, the Intermodal
Freight Connector Project will enable Port Everglades to provide state-of-industry infrastructure
and capacity necessary to remain a nationally significant and operationally efficient global
gateway. Additionally, the Port's tenants and stakeholders have shared their strong support of the
application as they will also directly benefit from this project through the enhanced capacity and
resulting significant economic benefits to the South Florida region.
Again, I encourage your consideration of this worthy cause. If I can be of further
assistance in this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at the address below.

^incerely.

BN/jm

CC: Ms. Willowstine Lawson, Regional Director, U. S. Senator Bill Nelson

United States Senator Bill Nelson, Landmark Two. 225 East Robinson Street, Suite 410, Orlando. Florida 32801

Telephone:(407) 872-7161 • Toll-Free in Florida Only (888) 671-4091 • Fax:(407) 872-7165
http://billnelson.senate.gov

June 26, 2018
The Honorable Secretary Elaine L. Chao
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
United States
RE: Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) 2018 Grant Application Support Letter for
Broward County’s Port Everglades Intermodal Freight Connector Project
Dear Secretary Chao:
The Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance is pleased to submit this letter of support for Broward County’s Port
Everglades Intermodal Freight Connector Project (IFCP) for the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage
Development (BUILD) 2018 Grant Application. The IFCP will provide critically needed cargo berths and crane
rail infrastructure at the Port to meet current and future trade demands. The IFCP will ensure that Port Everglades
is able to provide state-of-industry infrastructure and capacity necessary to fulfill its role as a nationally
significant global gateway. Port tenants and stakeholders will directly benefit from this added capacity in
additional to the national, state and regional economic benefits that will be realized.
South Florida is the eighth largest metropolitan area in the U.S. with more than six million residents. In addition,
Florida is the third largest state with more than 21 million residents, and we welcome nearly 113 million seasonal
visitors annually. It is critical that Florida’s seaports are positioned and equipped to handle a growing volume of
trade to meet consumer needs and to ensure our nation’s surface transportation system is used most efficiently.
The Broward County Port Everglades Master/Vision Plan identifies $1.6 billion in capital investments that are
needed to support this major economic generator for South Florida that supports more than 13,000 direct jobs, and
generates $30.4 billion in business activity annually. To meet Port Everglades’ current and future needs, an
investment of hundreds of millions of dollars must be expended on construction and acquisition activities over the
next several years. The IFCP represents critical components of this capital investment program necessary to serve
our residents, visitors, and business community.
We look forward to continuing our relationship with Broward County’s Port Everglades with the successful
completion of this project.
With warm regards, I remain
Sincerely,

Bob Swindell, President and CEO
Cc: Steven M. Cernak, Port Everglades Chief Executive and Port Director

June 25, 2018

The Honorable Elaine Chao
United States Secretary of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE Washington, DC 20590
RE: Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development
(BUILD) 2018 Grant Application Support Letter for Broward
County’s Port Everglades Intermodal Freight Connector Project
Dear Secretary Chao:
The Florida Ports Council is pleased to submit this letter of support for
Broward County’s Port Everglades Intermodal Freight Connector Project
(IFCP) for the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development
(BUILD) 2018 Grant Application. The IFCP will provide critically needed
cargo berths and crane rail infrastructure at the Port to meet current and
future trade demands. The IFCP will ensure that Port Everglades is able to
provide state-of-industry infrastructure and capacity necessary to fulfill its
role as a nationally significant global gateway. Port tenants and
stakeholders will directly benefit from this added capacity in addition to the
national, state and regional economic benefits that will be realized.
South Florida is the 8th largest metropolitan area in the U.S. with more than
six million residents. Furthermore, Florida is the 3rd largest state with over
21 million residents and nearly 113 million seasonal visitors annually. It is
critical that Florida’s seaports are positioned and equipped to handle a
growing volume of trade to meet consumer needs and to ensure our
nation’s surface transportation system is used most efficiently.
The Broward County Port Everglades Master/Vision Plan identifies $1.6
billion in capital investments that are needed to support this major
economic generator for South Florida, which supports more than 13,000
direct jobs, and generates $30.4 billion in business activity annually. To
meet Port Everglades’ current and future needs, an investment of hundreds
of millions of dollars must be expended on construction and acquisition
activities over the next several years. The IFCP represents critical
components of this capital investment program necessary to serve our
residents, visitors, and business community.

We look forward to continuing our relationship with Broward County’s Port Everglades with the
successful completion of this project.
Sincerely,

Doug Wheeler
President & CEO
Florida Ports Council

Cc: Steven M. Cernak, Port Everglades Chief Executive and Port Director
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July 12, 2018
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
Broward County’s Port Everglades is seeking BUILD discretionary funds for its
Intermodal Freight Connector project. Broward County’s Port Everglades is a
member of the Coalition for America’s Gateways and Trade Corridors (CAGTC), a
national group dedicated to improving our nation’s freight infrastructure.
Should the BUILD grant be awarded, the Port will use the funds to provide
critically needed cargo berths and crane rail infrastructure, which will help it meet
current and future trade demands. This project will ensure that Port Everglades is
able to provide state-of-industry infrastructure and capacity necessary to fulfill its
role as a nationally significant global gateway. It will not only result in benefits for
the tenants and stakeholders at the Port but also create national, state, and
regional economic benefits.
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According to Broward County’s Port Everglades, South Florida is the eighth
largest metropolitan area in the U.S., with more than six million residents. The
Port’s Master/Vision Plan identifies $1.6 billion in capital investments that are
needed to support South Florida’s economic generator. Port Everglades supports
more than 13,000 direct jobs and generates $30.4 billion in business activity
annually. They must invest hundreds of millions of dollars to meet Port
Everglades’ current and future needs through construction and acquisition
activities. The Intermodal Freight Connector Project is one critical component of
this capital investment program necessary to serve South Florida residents,
visitors, and businesses.
We hope you’ll consider the merits of Broward County’s Port Everglades’
Intermodal Freight Connector project. As an organization, we support investments
in freight infrastructure and we encourage USDOT to continue investing in goods
movement projects through the BUILD grant program. Should you have any
questions please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you in advance for your
consideration.
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Sincerely,

Metal Fatigue Solutions
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Elaine Nessle
Executive Director
1625 K Street, NW Suite 1100 Washington, DC 20006
202-828-9100 phone 703-721-8409 fax www.tradecorridors.org

3800 McIntosh Road
Port Everglades, FL 33316
www.fitpev.com

June 29, 2018
Secretary Elaine L. Chao
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590
United States
RE: Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) 2018 Grant Application
Support Letter for Broward County’s Port Everglades Intermodal Freight Connector
Project
Dear Secretary Chao:
We, Florida International Terminal LLC, are pleased to submit this letter of support for Broward
County’s Port Everglades Intermodal Freight Connector Project (IFCP) for the Better Utilizing
Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) 2018 Grant Application. The IFCP will provide
critically needed cargo berths and crane rail infrastructure at the Port to meet current and future
trade demands. The IFCP will ensure that Port Everglades is able to provide state-of-industry
infrastructure and capacity necessary to fulfill its role as a nationally significant global gateway.
Port tenants and stakeholders will directly benefit from this added capacity in additional to the
national, state and regional economic benefits that will be realized.
The Intermodal Freight Connector Project will benefit my business with the potential increase in
cargo volumes of up to 30%, not only for allowing us to service the larger vessels that have
resulted from industry consolidation, but also because it would attract new business, as a result
of increased capacity and efficiencies in cargo handling. This efficiencies will in turn benefit our
community with more products and lower prices.
Port Everglades’ Master/Vision Plan identifies $1.6 billion in capital investments that are needed
to support this major economic generator for South Florida, with nearly 13,000 direct jobs, and
$29.3 billion in business activity. To meet Port Everglades’ current and future needs, an
investment of hundreds of millions of dollars will be expended on construction and acquisition
activities over the next several years. The IFCP represents critical components of this capital
investment program necessary to serve our residents, visitors, and business community.
We look forward to continuing our relationship with Broward County’s Port Everglades with the
successful completion of this project.
Sincerely,

Klaus Stadthagen
VP & General Manager
Florida International Terminal LLC
Cc: Steven M. Cernak, P.E., PPM, Broward County’s Port Everglades Chief Executive and Port
Director

July 2, 2018
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Secretary Chao:
The American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA) is writing to express its strong
support for public seaports’ applications for FY 2018 BUILD grants. AAPA has been a
strong advocate for the program since its inception in 2009. The BUILD/TIGER program
has made real improvements in our nation’s maritime transportation system and needed
investments in our multimodal freight infrastructure.
Founded in 1912, AAPA is the unified and collective voice of the seaport industry in the
Americas. AAPA empowers port authorities, maritime industry partners and service
providers to serve their global customers and create economic and social value for their
communities. Our activities, resources and partnerships connect, inform and unify
seaport leaders and maritime professionals in all segments of the industry around the
western hemisphere. Our letter today is on behalf of our U.S. members.
American seaports and their private-sector partners annually spend more than $30
billion collectively in marine terminal capital improvements that help handle freight and
cruise passengers more efficiently. BUILD grant investments in port projects help to
move these projects forward. In addition to the ability to leverage additional funding,
BUILD is extremely valuable because it is multimodal, which means it funds a variety of
transportation modes and projects that are beneficial to ports, the surrounding
communities and our national supply chain.
To highlight the need for multimodal investments, AAPA recently released
the State of Freight III – Rail Access and Port Multimodal Funding Needs Report. The
report addresses the need for improved rail access – efficient transfer of containers and
other bulk goods directly from a maritime vessel to a rail car and vice versa. Sixty-seven
percent of our members report that funding and financing options are significant
barriers to improved rail access. Forty-three percent of our members report that

AAPA Support Letter for Maritime BUILD Funding

improving rail access would contribute to over 25 percent more throughput
capacity. Other members with smaller projects report good, although lower throughput
gains. Overall, AAPA members identified upwards of $20 billion in multimodal project
investment needs over the next decade.
In the past, these grants have helped fund seaport intermodal connectors and facilities
(including rail, road and short sea shipping), wharf and dock rehabilitation and
expansion, improvements in yards, piers, breakwaters and cranes, and improvements
overall to rail movements throughout the United States to improve freight mobility.
As the Department of Transportation begins to evaluate the applications for FY 2018
BUILD grants, we urge you to provide, at a minimum, 25 percent or more of available
funding for seaports’ freight-related projects. These projects will help maintain and
expand the maritime infrastructure that is so critical to U.S. exports and imports, which
are vital to our nation’s economy, standard of living and U.S. jobs.
Sincerely,

Kurt J. Nagle
President and CEO
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